
 

 

 

 

IAS Technical Note  AC472  

Dated: October 10, 2025 

From: IAS Management 

Subject: Onsite Inspections by 3rd Party Inspection Agencies and Periodicity of Inspections 

We have noted that  that some Inspection Agencies are either conducting inspections 
remotely or outside the time frame required. The Rules of Procedure for Accreditation of 
Inspection Programs for Manufacturers of Metal Building Systems (The Rules), Section 
2.2.1.2 states the following: 

Metal building manufacturers shall obtain the services of an IAS-accredited 
inspection agency, whose scope of accreditation includes the specified discipline, to 
conduct, at a minimum, biannual unannounced inspections (two per year) of the 
manufacturing facility. Unannounced inspections should commence 
approximately six months after the initial date of accreditation. Subsequent 
unannounced inspections should be conducted at approximate six-month 
intervals +/- 30 days. 

The Rules indicate that inspections are twice each year and are to be conducted every six (6) 
months with a grace period of +/- 30 days. While  a few inspection agencies want to conduct 
their bi-annual  inspections at the same time as the IAS assessor; however, this schedule 
does not always work out to fit inside the 6 months +/- 30-day time frame.  

Section 3.2.2 in The Rules states the following: 

An onsite reassessment (by IAS) will be scheduled to verify compliance with the 
accreditation requirements. If possible, the onsite reassessment will be 
performed jointly with the accredited inspection agency.  Onsite reassessment 
process is similar to the initial assessment process noted above. 

Please note this section states “If Possible”. If the IAS assessor is not able to schedule his 
reassessment to fit the inspection agency’s window of 6 months +/- 30 days, the inspection 
agency should move forward with their inspection without the IAS assessor. The IAS assessor 
will do their reassessment without the inspection agency. The time frame for the inspection 
agency to do their inspection shall not vary from  the requirements of the Rules. 



In addition to the inspection time frame, we have noted that some inspection agencies are 
doing their inspections remotely. IAS only allowed remote inspections for Part C locations. 
Section 3.3 in The Rules state the following: 

Remote Part C Only Reassessment: For facilities that are Part C only and are not at the same 
location as any other accredited Parts of AC472, a remote reassessment is required. The 
remote reassessment will follow the same as the “Onsite Reassessment” process noted 
above. 

This section of The Rules indicates remote reassessments may be performed but only 
for Part C facilities that do not have any other Parts of AC472 at that location. This applies 
to inspections by   accredited  Inspection Agencies as well. However, if there is an 
extraordinary circumstance, a remote inspection may be performed but the inspection 
agency must notify  IAS Metal Building Manufacturer program management team by email 
before conducting inspections  remotely. 

In general: 

1. Inspection Agencies are required to do inspections onsite every 6 months with or without 
the IAS assessor.  

2. These inspections should carried out on-site and NOT remotely as noted above. 

3. Remote reassessments may be performed but only for Part C facilities that do not have 
any other Parts of AC472 at that location. 

 

Regards, 
IAS MB Program Management Team 

 


